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Part in DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant(s) 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communications: amendment filed on 
10/7/2005. 

2. This application has been reconsidered. Claims 3-5 and 22-33 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 22, 25, 28, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cok (U.S. 6,157,436) in view of Tamura et al (Tamura) (U.S. 6,771,896). 

With respect to claims 3, 22, 25, 28, and 31, Cok discloses a print order system (figure 1), 
comprising: a print order device (100 and 102) and a print processing device (170 and 130) 
which can mutually communicate data (column 7, lines 12-40), wherein the print order device 
comprises: a storage medium receiving device for receiving a storage medium (column 5, line 61 
to column 6, linel and column 7, lines 12-40); an image data transmitting device (102) for 
transmitting to the print processing device image data representing an image to be printed 
(column 8, Unes 21-46), the image being read fi*om the received storage medium (column 7, lines 
12-40 and column 6, lines 18-25); and an order data transmitting device (102) for transmitting 
order data including a number of print copies of the image to be printed to the print processing 
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device in correlation with the image data transmitted from the image data transmitting device 
(column 8, lines 21-46 and the abstract), and the print processing device (170 and 130) 
comprising an image data receiving device (170) for receiving the image data transmitted from 
the image data transmitting device of the print order device (column 8, lines 21-32); an order 
data receiving device (170) for receiving the order data transmitted from the order data 
transmitting device of the print order device (column 8, hues 21-46); and a printer control device 
for controlling a printer to print an image represented by the image data received by the image 
data receiving device, according to the order data received by the order data receiving device 
(column 8, line 21 to column 9, line 3). 

Cok differs from claims 3, 22, 25, 28, and 3 1 in that he does not clearly disclose the print 
processing device fixrther includes a calculating device for calculating a print end time of the 
printer according to the image data transmitted from the image data transmitting device of the 
print order device, the order data transmitting; from the order data transmitting device and an 
order reception state of the printer, and wherein the print processing device further includes an 
end time data transmitting device for transmitting, to the print order device, data representing the 
print end time calculated by the calculating device, the data representing the print end time being 
output to a user by the print order device. 

Tamura discloses a print processing device that includes a calculating device for 
calculating a print end time of a printer (220) according to the image data transmitted from the 
image data transmitting device of the print order device (210), the order data transmitted from 
the order data transmitting device and an order reception state of the printer (column 11, Unes 6- 
31), and wherein the print processing device further includes an end time data transmitting 
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device for transmitting, to the print order device, data representing the print end time calculated 
by the calculating device, the data representing the print end time being output to a user by the 
print order device (column 11, lines 6-31 and column 12, lines 10-26). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious ot one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Cok 
to transmit the print end time to the order device. It would have been obvious ot one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Cok by the teaching of Tamura in 
order to improve the efficiency of the print system. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4, 23, 26, 29, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cok in view of Farros et al (Farros) (U.S. 5,930,810). 

With respect to claims 4, 23, 26, 29, and 32, Cok discloses a print order system (figure 
1), comprising: a print order device (100 and 102) and a print processing device (170 and 130) 
which can mutually communicate data (column 7, lines 12-40), wherein the print order device 
comprises: an image data transmitting device (102) for transmitting to the print processing 
device image data representing an image to be printed (column 8, lines 21-46); and an order data 
transmitting device (102) for transmitting order data including a number of print copies of the 
image to be printed to the print processing device in correlation with the image data transmitted 
from the image data transmitting device (column 8, lines 21-46 and the abstract), and the print 
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processing device (170 and 130) comprising an image data receiving device (170) for receiving 
the image data transmitted from the image data transmitting device of the print order device 
(column 8, lines 21-32); an order data receiving device (170) for receiving the order data 
transmitted from the order data transmitting device of the print order device (column 8, Hnes 21- 
46); and a printer control device for controUing a printer to print an image represented by the 
image data received by the image data receiving device, according to the order data received by 
the order data receiving device (column 8, line 21 to column 9, line 3). 

Cok differs from claims 4, 23, 26, 29, and 32 in that he does not clearly disclose 
calculating a print charge according to the image data transmitted from the print order device. 
Farros discloses a printing system in which the print charge is calculated from the transmitted 
data (column 5, lines 1-48). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to have modified Cok to calculate a print charge according to the 
image data transmitted from the print order device. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Cok by the teaching of 
Farros in order to improve the efficiency of the system. 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of tliis title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 5, 24, 27, 30, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cok in view of Streefkerk et al (Streefkerk) (U.S. 6,058,277) and further in view of Farros. 
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With respect to claims 5, 24, 27, 30 and 33 Cok discloses a print order system (figure 1), 
comprising: a print order device (100 and 102) and a print processing device (170 and 130) 
which can mutually communicate data (column 7, lines 12-40), wherein the print order device 
comprises: an image data transmitting device (102) for transmitting to the print processing 
device image data representing an image to be printed (column 8, lines 21-46); and an order data 
transmitting device (102) for transmitting order data including a number of print copies of the 
image to be printed to the print processing device in correlation with the image data transmitted 
from the image data transmitting device (column 8, lines 21-46 and the abstract), and the print 
processing device (170 and 130) comprising an image data receiving device (170) for receiving 
the image data transmitted from the image data transmitting device of the print order device 
(column 8, lines 21-32); an order data receiving device (170) for receiving the order data 
transmitted from the order data transmitting device of the print order device (column 8, lines 21- 
46); and a printer control device for controUing a printer to print an image represented by the 
image data received by the image data receiving device, according to the order data received by 
the order data receiving device (column 8, line 21 to column 9, line 3) and printing according to 
a sequence of the order data (column 3, lines 2-27). 

Cok differs from claims 5, 24, 27, 30, and 33 in that he does not clearly disclose changing 
a print sequence. Streefkerk discloses a printing system wherein the user may change a sequence 
of printing (column 6, lines 31-40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Cok in order to change a print 
sequence. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to have modified Cok by the teaching of Streefkerk in order to improve the user 
efficiency. 

Cok also differs from claims 5, 24, 27, 30, and 33 in that he does not clearly disclose that 
the user accepts a print charge associated with the print sequence change. Farros discloses that 
the billing information is sent to the user upon completion of the printing (column 5, lines 33- 
50). One of ordinary skill in the art could certainly understand that the billing information or 
cost of the print job would include any additional costs (including a sequence change) associated 
with the print order. 



Response to Arguments 
9. Applicant's arguments filed 10/7/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to claims 3, 22, 25, 28, and 31, AppHcant submits that Cok does not disclose 
a receiving device for receiving a storage medium and means for reading the storage medium. 
The Examiner disagrees. Cok discloses a storage medium receiving device for receiving a 
storage medium (column 5, line 61 to column 6, linel and column 7, lines 12-40), the image 
being read from the received storage medium (column 7, Unes 12-40 and column 6, lines 18-25). 

With regard to claims 4, 23, 26, 29, and 32, Applicant submits that Cok and Farros fail to 
disclose calculating a print charge according to the image and order data. Again, the Examiner 
disagrees. Farros discloses a printing system which calculates a print charge based on a received 
print order (column 5, hnes 20-48 and column 6, lines 38-51). 
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With respect to claims 5, 24, 27, 30, and 33, Farros discloses that the billing information 
is sent to the user upon conpletion of the printing (column 5, lines 33-50). One of ordinary skill 
in the art could certainly understand that the billing information or cost of the print job would 
include any additional costs (including a sequence change) associated with the print order. 

Conclusion 

1. TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. AppUcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark E. Wallerson whose telephone number is (571) 272-7470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday - 6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on (571) 272-7471. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306, 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) systenx Status information for pubhshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mark E. Wallerson 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 




